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SCIENCE DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION 

• Established in 21 October 2009 

• 1st grant competition call – 30 June 2010 

• Up to now: 

• 6 calls completed or continued 

• 1 call under evaluation 

• 155 projects 

• Budget: about 25 million Euro 



AT APPLICATION  

• No age, no gender difference 

• No academic title and degree difference 

• No dependence on institutions – so called 
temporary scientific (TS) collectives are formed 

• The only criteria  – scientific idea, potential  

• TS Collectives consisting of scientists from 
Academic, University, Ministerial Research 
institutions and NGO are very welcome – our 
aim is to bring them together 

• Limitation – citizenship – national grant 
 



ADVANTAGES  

• All fields of science are covered – 5 areas, wide 
classification of science branches  

• Fundamental-applied type of projects are most popular 
ones, innovative-search ones are also included 

• So called “Pilot” (or mega) projects (ultramodern 
devices, equipment, apparatus, training of specialists 
abroad) – budget starting from > 0.5 million Euro up to 
several millions Euro 

• Special projects – travel and conference participation 
grant, organizing conferences etc. in Azerbaijan, book 
publication support, expedition-field works, material-
technical support (lab. devices), short-term  trainings 
(abroad) 

• Priorities – are dynamic, change for each competition  



TYPES OF GRANT 
COMPETITIONS/CALLS 

• So called “classical” (all included) 

• Young scientists and specialists 

     - up to 35 years old at application 

• “Shusha grant” (study of Karabakh  

region of Azerbaijan) 

• Bilateral (international or regional) 

 



COPYRIGHT OF PROJECT IDEAS: 
THEY ARE IMMEDIATELY REGISTERED AT COPYRIGHT AGENCY 



JURIDICAL STATUS OF GRANT PROJECT: 
GRANT CONTRACTS ARE REGISTERED IN  

THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 



INDEPENDENCY OF GRANTEES 

• No money transformation to 
institutions: it goes directly to the 
account of PI (who becomes a 
juridical person and tax payer);  

 

• Devices etc. chosen by grantees are 
bought by Foundation (SDF) and 
supplied directly (no subjective 
influence or interference) 
 



 



Supplied equipment 



Supplied equipment 



Expertise work stages  



• Transparency – all info @ Internet site of SDF 

• Technical and scientific expertise works – 

• at application, at regular monitoring, at completion 

• For Pilot projects – intermediary seminars, conferences  

• Science-Public Forum on web page 

• Ethics, plagiarism or repeats,  sometimes - poems 

• Strong confidentiality – both authors and referees  

• Referees are paid – 120 – 250 Euro / each project 

(maximum 3 projects at each call) – additional help 

for scientists 

EXPERTISE WORK 



EXPERTS, DECISION MAKERS 

Stages: 

 

• Independent science experts – domestic 
and foreign 

 

• Permanent commission of experts at SDF 

 

• Board of Trustees – discussions 

 

• Executive Directorate – final decision 
 



DATABASE 

• Database on referees – based on UNESCO 
Frascati and Oslo Manual; Workshop, trainings 
are organized by SDF to increase 
professionalism 

• Database – updated regularly 

• Conflict of interests is taken into account 

• Database on violent experts, random checks, 
cross-review on purpose 

• Young experts, experts from science diaspora 
are involved step by step     

• Referee forms; 2 stages: 1) score tables + written 
review) and 2) SDF’s evaluation   
 



Seminars at SDF and 

big institutions, 

advertisements 



Meetings at SDF 



Regular special seminars for Pilot projects to 

check how it is going … 
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Chronological picture of grant application submission: 
“Last minute effect”… 

By Post 



82 

512 

Number of project PI (82) 
and participants (512) Gender statistics  
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Age statistics 

44% - female 

56% - male 



TYPICAL STATISTICS ON SCIENCE FIELDS 



Database  



Science-Public Forum  



CURRENT COLLABORATION 



SOME RELATED PLANS  

• Training – for referees and experts 

• Training – for authors – Springer, IIT, UNESCO 

• Unification of all grant application and referee 

forms (to bring to European standarts) 

• Learning of experience of colleagues   



SCIENCE –  
FOR  

DEVELOPMENT, 
WEALTH  

AND  
FUTURE! 


